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Good Conversations
Life ßies by (so they say) and so it is with Youth 
Unlimited.  I opened my eyes this morning and 
realized that this is my ninth year with this great 
organization; in a sense I have grown up alongside 
YU.  When I think back to all the crazy things that 
we have done and tried, it makes me smile.  Our 
vision throughout the years has stayed the same 
- culturally relevant youth outreach in the name 
of Jesus - and I am amazed at just how much of 
that is happening!

Throughout these years we have used many 
different strategies and ideas to keep up with 
youth culture, but one of them that always stays 
the same is the art of good conversation.  To 
engage in good conversation you must have at 
least two people that are open-minded and give 
each other the honor of their attention.  This is 
something that happens a lot on short-term 
missions trips, as we inevitably discuss the things 
that we are passionate about.  The beauty of 
these trips is that we focus our thoughts on what 
is meaningful in life and that is a recipe for a great 
conversation.  This summer in Kenya we all 
grappled with the question Òwhat are we on this 
earth for?Ó   For some the question was too 
difÞcult to deal with, but others were willing to

dive straight in and search their soul for what 
matters to them.  Regardless of the topic of 
conversation, whether religion, career choice, 
relationships, or past hurts, my role was (and 
is) to encourage people to keep searching and 
to keep asking the tough questions until their 
feet land on solid ground!
Here at YU we are 
encouraged to keep 
our ears and mind 
open, and to give 
people the honor of 
our attention Ð in this  
we are sure to show 
Jesus!

Jake Schellenberg
Executive Director

FALL 2010



bit off the wall but the kids love it and I love 
the opportunity to show them good clean fun 
and share about life and how God is in the 
middle of it all.

Coaching and events are awesome but over 
the past year I have learned that the most 
important part of youth work is close 
relationships with individual students. I have 
been able to form a mentoring relationship 
with one young man in particular and we talk 
about life, school, ATVÕs, cars and girls, and 
every once in a while we talk about God. This 
is what itÕs all 
about and I 
believe God 
is in it!

Last year the kids in grades four to six at the Lacombe Upper Elementary 
School had the opportunity to take part in our breakfast club program 
every Monday morning, and now weÕre at it again. !It is wonderful to see 
the studentsÕ smiling faces as we Þll their bellies with good food and 
encourage them to have a good day. !This is a great ministry and we 
would love you help with it. !If you would like to donate mufÞns, bread, 

juice, butter, jam, cups or even volunteer to come help us we would really appreciate it. !Help us 
be a blessing to kids Þrst thing on Monday morning!

Muffin Makers Needed

What’s happening in Rimbey

The beginning of each school year is a busy 
time reconnecting with students and teachers, 
and picking up from a great year that just 
passed. !In spite of the busyness, I am 
reminded of how important it is that Youth 
Unlimited is involved in the Rimbey Junior/
Senior High School on a daily basis. !What a 
blessing to have created trust and been given 
favour by students, staff and administration. 

A big part of our ministry is being available and 
taking opportunities when they are presented, 
so I am happy to be coaching the junior boys 
volleyball program with some great help by my 
side. Two of the students I coached last year 
have volunteered to join the coaching ranks 
with me, which is a great opportunity to learn 
from each other and take relationships deeper.

Along with coaching I have used Gym Blast as 
a tool to connect with students. !This is a 
crazy games event that involves up to 300 

students and focuses 
on team building and 
working through 
challenges together. 
You might think the 
music is a bit too loud 
and the games are a

Greg Lamy
Rimbey Area Director



We see the hope and potential in every young person

Were Expecting!
Well, Kevin and I arenÕt actually expecting a baby, but we are 
expecting something exciting to happen soon.  Youth Unlimited is 
starting a new program called Stepping Stones to reach out to 
pregnant and parenting teens in the Lacombe area.  We plan to 
provide hope to these young girls by building a community of 
peer support, by creating opportunities to develop essential life 
skills, and by offering one-on-one support. If you would like to 
support this program Þnancially or would like to know more about 
it, please feel free to contact me at tania@wolfcreekyfc.com

Tania Rapske
Stepping Stones Director

an awesome time rocking out to bands like Skillet, 
Toby Mac, NeedtoBreathe, and Newsboys.  Well, IÕm 
not sure you can rock out to Newsboys but we gave 
it a solid effort! We had a chance to learn about 
some social justice initiatives, hear from Christian 
speakers, and most importantly we had the 
opportunity to connect with these youth. ItÕs just 
undeniable, when you travel that far in a vehicle 
together you connect, you learn about each other, 
you start to care for each other.  ItÕs a long drive but 
it was totally worth it!  We had the incredible 
opportunity of seeing two youth rededicate their 
lives and four make Þrst time commitments to Jesus.

We know that these youth have a long 
journey ahead of them, but we count 
ourselves blessed that we get to see what 
God is doing in their lives.  What a cool 
opportunity!

Jerel and I had the 
incredible opportunity of  
packing our cars full Ð of 
supplies and kids Ð and 
heading to Washington 
this past summer.  We, 
along with 8 youth (4 
guys and 4 girls) had 

Haley Campbell
Campus Life - Ponoka

Creation Fest ’10



" " " " New year, new challenges, and new rewards - Fall is a great season to 
" " " "  be a youth worker. This time of year is always full of excitement and 
" " " "  growth and possibly most importantlyÉ high school volleyball.  While 
" " " "  being the only coach for a JV boys volleyball team does have its 
" " "         challenges, it also presents opportunity to build one-on-one relationships 
" " "      with the students. My team is young, all fresh from junior high except for two 
" " " grade 11 students one of which is a returning player from last year. At Þrst 
glance he comes off as a bit of an overconÞdent girl chaser, with his head somewhere else most of 
the time. However, this year I had the opportunity to see another side of this guy. We had 
somewhat connected last year but the relationship hadnÕt gone deep, and all that has changed now. 
He was missing practices and looked like he was asleep on the court when he was there. I am 
probably too soft of a coach but this was pushing me past my breaking point. One night he came up 
to me after practice and apologized for the way things were going. My heart went out to him as he 
opened up about a dysfunctional home life and a blood condition that was causing him to lose 
energy and vision. I thanked God that I must be doing something right in order for this guy to trust 
me enough with what was going on past the mask. A coffee hangout time was set up and we both 
drove home. God has blessed me tremendously over the past year with signiÞcant 
interactions with students, and already this year he has shown me He 
is not done using me yet. I pray that as this new 
year progresses He doesnÕt give me a break and 
that I can continue to be an example to these 
students as much as they are an 
encouragement to me.

Social Justice Movement
This year, at the Ponoka Composite High School, we are looking to 
challenge youth to look beyond their own sphere and make a Christ-
like impact in the world. Consider the paraphrase of Isaiah 58, ÒThis 
is the kind of fast day I'm after: to break the chains of injustice, get 
rid of exploitation in the workplace, free the oppressed, cancel debts. 
What I'm interested in seeing you do is: sharing your food with the hungry, 
inviting the homeless poor into your homes, putting clothes on the shivering ill-clad, being available 
to your own families. Do this and the lights will turn on, and your lives will turn around at 
onceÓ (Isaiah 58:6-8). Many students today are searching for hope; longing for meaning to life; 
craving purpose. Our desire with the Social Justice program is that youth would engage in the 
mission to be the hands and feet of God in a broken and torn apart world. As they look to the hurt 
in the world and learn of GodÕs love for them, our prayer is that the ÒlightÓ for them would turn on - 
that their lives would turn around.

Jerel Peters
Ponoka Area Director

New year, New Challenges

Glenn Robson
Campus Life - Lacombe



yet been corrupt with the materialistic lifestyles 
most of us live in Canada. I cannot describe how 
much it affected me seeing people who were 
truly happy with simply just being alive. The 
Kenyan people did not need what we "need" to 
be happy. They appreciate the most important 
parts of life that most of us take for granted; 
such as family, friends, clean water, food, and 
shelter. At the end of my trip I refused to say my 
spending habits on unnecessary items would 
come to an end completely, because I knew that 
was not going to happen, I have grown up in the 
Canadian culture and therefore I was not going to

Kenya
If I were to describe 
the country of Kenya 
in one word, I would 
describe it as pure. 
Pure people, pure life. 
It was a breath of 
fresh air to visit a 
culture that had not

make a promise on something I could not keep. 
Instead it made me appreciate the more 
important parts of life. I will never take my 
family, friends and needs for granted. I have 
become a happier person since my experience in 
Kenya, for nothing that has happened to me 
seems quite as terrible as the extreme poverty 
that I have now witnessed. Everything can be 
worse and I will continue to look at life this way 
from now on. 

I could write forever about how my outlook on 
life has changed and how amazing Kenya and 
the Kenyan people are, but to fully understand 
this you must see and experience this for 
yourself. I went into this trip not expecting what  
would happen, not expecting what I would see 
and feel. I am forever thankful to Kenya and it's 
people for showing me what's important, and 
teaching more than I ever expected to learn.

Sidney
Student
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Tax Smart Giving
There are various options available to maximize your personal tax position while still 
assisting Youth for Christ in helping our nationÕs youth. Here are just some examples:

¥Will / Bequests
¥Gifts of Property
¥Planned Giving - Life Insurance
¥Gifting Securities - a Win-Win opportunity 
¥A Philanthropic Investment of Maximum Tax Efficiency - Flow Through Shares

If you have any questions or inquiries, please direct them to Jake Schellenberg.

Mark Your Calendars
¥West Edmonton Mall Waterpark Night - November 26, 2010

¥West Edmonton Mall Galaxyland Night - March 4, 2011

¥Dessert & Comedy Night with Phil Callaway - March 11, 2011

¥Spring Break Mission Trips - vancouver & Haiti - March 25 - April 3, 2011

Pray With Us

¥Energy, creativity, opportunity, and long lasting life changing 
relationships

¥regular partners that would support our programs and 
individual staff

¥guidance, wisdom and leadership as we look to the future. 

Please pray for us that God would supply . . .


